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Message Text 
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ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 AID-05 IGA-02 MC-02 EB-08 OMB-01 TRSY-02 
ACDA-07 /081 W 

010357Z 082193/75 

R 310630Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1461 
INFO AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 

CONFIDENTIAL YAOUNDE 1356 

NDJAMENA FOR USDATT 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL MASS, MOPS, CM 

SUB J : USDATT VISITS CAMEROON 

REF: (A) STATE 66487 (B) YAOUNDE 1268 (C) YAOUNDE 1227 
(D) YAOUNDE 

1 . MARCH 27 USDATT LT. COL. IRVING FROM NDJAMENA COMPLETED 
TWO- WEEK CAMEROON ORIENTATION TRIP DURING WHICH HE TRAVELLED 
BY ROAD FROM NDJAMENA TO NGAOUNDERE, BY TRAIN TO YAOUNDE, AND BY 
ROAD TO DOUALA, BAFOUSSAM, BAMENDA, VICTORIA AND RETURN 
NDJAMENA BY ROUGHLY SAME ROUTE. 

2. DURING YAOUNDE VISIT MARCH 24-25 USDATT MET MINISTER OF 
STATE FOR ARMED FORCES SADOU DAOUDOU, SECRETARY GENERAL 
IBRAHIM WADJIRI, ASSISTANT COORDINATOR MAJOR MPAY, HEAD OF 
LIAISON OFFICE MAJOR HIOL, LT. COL. OUSMANOU DAOUDA, CHIEF OF 
PRESIDENT'S MILITARY CABINET, FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE COL. LAMORT 
AND SENIOR FRENCH ADVISOR TO GENDARMERIE LT. COL. LANVIN. WHILE 
MOST OF CONVERSATIONS OF BRIEF PROTOCOL NATURE, USDATT WAS 
IMPRESSED WITH DEGREE OF ACCESS WHICH HE ABLE OBTAIN DURING SHORT 
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VISIT. 

3. MAJOR MPAY SUBSTITUTED FOR GENERAL SEMENGUE WHO OUT OF 
TOWN ON OFFICIAL MISSION. HE MADE PITCH FOR PROMPT DELIVERY 
M-16 RIFLES (REFTEL C), A PLEA WHICH WAS ECHOED LATER BY 
MINISTER DAOUDOU. IN ADDITION, MPAY SAID GURC WANTED OUR 
SUPPORT IN PROCURING ADDITIONAL JEEPS, TRUCKS AND ROAD- 
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BUILDING EQUIPMENT (REFTEL B ). RESPONSE WAS THAT PROPOSAL FOR 
FMS STILL BEFORE CONGRESS AND THAT WE WOULD HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL 
FAVORABLE CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON PRESENT PROPOSALS BEFORE ANY 
ADDITIONAL REQUESTS COULD BE ENTERTAINED. IN MEANTIME 
TRADITIONAL COMMERCIAL SOURCE PROCUREMENT (NAPCO) ALWAYS 
AVAILABLE. 

4. DURING LONG CONVERSATION WITH COL. LAMORT LITTLE HARD INFO 
EMERGED. LAMORT USED FAMILIAR COLONIAL METAPHORE OF "IN THE LAND 
OF THE BLIND, THE ONE EYED MAN IS KING" BY COMPARING FAVORABLY 
CAMEROON WITH SURROUNDING COUNTRIES ECONOMICALLY, POLITICALLY AND 
MILITARILY. HE PAINTED ROSY BUT DEPRECATING PICTURE CAMEROON, BUT 
COMMENTED IT LOOK GOOD IN TERMS OF STABILITY WHEN COMRARED WITH OTHER 
COUNTRIES IN REGION. HE SPOKE OF MILITARY MANEUVERS WHICH HAVE 

JUST STARTED AND OBSERVED THAT THEY WILL NOT BE REGULAR 
MANEUVERS ENGAGING ALL OF THE TROOPS AT THE SAME TIME BUT 
PROGRESS WEEK AT A TIME DIFFERENT MILITARY SECTORS WITH 
SEVERAL DAYS OF EXERCISES EACH. (FYI: THIS INFO SINCE 
PUBLISHED IN CAMEROON TRIBUNE. END FYI) THE SOUTHERN-MOST 
SECTOR (FIRST SECTOR TH YAOUNDE HEADQUARTERS) WILL AVOID ANY 
TRAINING NEAR BORDERS WHICH MIGHT ALARM NEIGHBORS. EXERCISES 
WILL FINISH IN NORTH NEAR NGAOUNDERE, WHERE NORMALLY NO 
TROOPS (ONLY GENDARMES ) STATIONED. 

5. USDATT OBSERVED THAT TRIP HAD BEEN MOST USEFUL AND THAT 

IN MANY RESPECTS HE FELT HE HAD BETTER ACCESS AND LEARNED MORE 
DURING HIS BRIEF CAMEROON VISIT THAN DURING HIS STAY NDJAMENA. 

HOWEVER, HE OBSERVED THAT TRAVEL FUNDS VERY TIGHT AND HE DOBTED 
HE WOULD BE ABLE MAKE VERY MANY TRIPS. EMBASSY FOUND VISIT 
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MOST HELPFUL AND HOPES THAT IF MAP ADOPTED FOR CAMEROON AND USDATT 
CONTINUES HAVE RESPONSIBILITY THIS PROGRAM (REFTEL A), MEANS 
WILL BE FOUND FOR MORE FREQUENT USDATT VISITS. 

SPIRO 
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